ABSTRACT 

A method of cleaving a target RNA molecule is disclosed. In one embodiment 
the method comprises the step of exposing the target molecule to an eukaryotic 
tRNA splicing endonuclease, wherein the target molecule is in the bulge-helix-bulge 
conformation, wherein cleavage occurs within the bulge-helix-bulge and cleavage 
products are generated, and wherein the target molecule does not comprise a tRNA 
structure. 


5560818_1.DOC 


-62- 


